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Final Project Proposal
Issue #1 (Inside the United States): The Impact of the School-to-Prison Pipeline on Black Male Students in Chicago Public Schools
I chose this topic because I believe that the criminalization of Black youth in American schools is among the most pressing civil rights matters in our time. For example, in Chicago, Black boys are suspended, expelled, and sent to law enforcement officials way more often than White students, even for small disciplinary offenses. Such inequalities did not happen overnight, but rather are the consequence of many years of discrimination and racism within school policies. After entering the criminal justice system through school-based arrests, the life chances of these students, in terms of both education and economic opportunities, are ruined. This is an issue that directly relates to Africana Studies due to the fact that it is yet another example of the continual process of state oppression of Black people. The Black communities are continuously being ruled over; hence, it is necessary to understand how racial discrimination occurs in institutions in order to find effective efforts of advocacy.
Issue #2 (Outside the United States): The Effect of Colorism on Employment Opportunities for Afro-Brazilians in São Paulo, Brazil
Brazil is home to the largest population of people of African descent outside Africa, yet Afro-Brazilians are systematically denied access to opportunities, including in the formal labor market, in cities like São Paulo. I chose this topic because color discrimination plays a prominent role within Brazil’s racial structures, which for decades has been obscured by the myth of racial democracy. Such kind of discrimination is referred to as colorism which happens on the basis of skin tone across various racial groups. Research reveals that dark-skinned Afro-Brazilians receive lower salaries than their light-skinned counterparts and have fewer chances of getting into professions or management, regardless of the educational level attained. The topic fits into the broader context of Africana Studies as it focuses on the differences in colonial experiences and thus explains the existence of racial subjugation. Through learning about Brazil, learners can understand the global nature of anti-blackness and its local specific characteristics.


